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SWAN VALLEY PLANNING ACT REVIEW 

Grievance 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.15 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and relates to the 

future of the Swan Valley Planning Act. I want to highlight a bit of history in relation to questions I have put to 

the Minister for Planning about the future of the Swan Valley Planning Act. In September 2010, I wrote about a 

specific issue in relation to the Swan Valley area. The minister informed me on 21 September 2010 — 

The Department of Planning is about to commence a comprehensive review of the SVP Act which will 

consider this specific locality in a broader strategic context. This process will include significant 

landowner consultation, and the suitability of further subdivision will be considered in context during 

this process.  

This was in response to a specific issue. At that time, the minister said there would be a comprehensive review of 

the Swan Valley Planning Act. That was in September 2010. I then followed up with a question in March 2011 

and asked when the review process would begin, who would be involved and for details about the review. At that 

time the minister said in answer to the question — 

There is no further requirement for review under the Act. 

He basically told me that no review had commenced. I then wrote back to the minister on 15 April 2011 and 

asked whether he could clarify the status of the review. I wrote — 

I am seeking clarification and a clear response as to if and when there will be a comprehensive review 

of the Act in the near future. I would appreciate it if you could provide me with some information … 

As members can see, there was a lot of confusion as to whether a review of the Swan Valley Planning Act was 

occurring, who was undertaking it and who was being consulted. The process continued and the minister replied 

on 4 May 2011 — 

At the present time, the issue of land use and the future management of the Swan Valley is the subject 

of an inquiry led by the Swan Valley Planning Committee in collaboration with the Department of 

Planning and the City of Swan. This inquiry is in its early stages and is expected to provide clear 

direction on the current issues facing the future of the Swan Valley and to recommend a way forward 

for the Valley and its residents. It is expected that the affected community will be invited to participate 

through an appropriate consultative process. 

I am advised that the Swan Valley Planning Committee expects to be in a position to brief me on the 

findings of this inquiry early in 2012.  

The minister said in May last year that an inquiry was being undertaken and that he expected to be briefed on the 

findings of that inquiry in early 2012. I then asked whether I could get a briefing from the Department of 

Planning. A briefing was set up but was then cancelled, because, as I understand it, the minister’s office did not 

believe it was appropriate for me to have a briefing on the future of the Swan Valley. Last August I asked what 

was happening with the review of the Swan Valley Planning Act, and the minister said, “As I said, I do not think 

there is a full review at the moment.” So, after having said a review was being undertaken, last August he stated 

that there was not a review, and the story continues.  

I thought today would be a good opportunity for the minister to provide some clarity around the current Swan 

Valley review process. Different groups, landowners and residents throughout the valley have questioned me 

constantly about this. They need to know exactly what the government’s plans for the valley are. As we know, 

the Swan Valley is a significant Western Australian asset, but we need to make sure there will be government 

support for its continued strength as a tourism icon.  

There are a number of issues around the valley, one being the future of the act. Today, I would like the minister 

to provide us with an up-to-date briefing on the reviews that have been undertaken and when Ray Davy’s Swan 

Valley study report will be available for release to Swan Valley stakeholders. As I understand, an economic 

study was undertaken; when will that economic study be released to stakeholders? Also, when will the 

Department of Planning report on the review of the Swan Valley be available for public comment? Also, what 

does the government intend to do this year about the future of the Swan Valley? As I said, there is enormous 

confusion out there. An economic study was commenced, yet we do not seem to have seen its conclusion, and 

then there is the actual review report, which was commissioned, as I understand it, by the Department of 

Planning; again, we are not sure where that is at and what the intention is. There is also the question of whether 

the government will amend the Swan Valley Planning Act this year.  
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As I said, some people in the valley have been consulted and some have not, and there is a lot of confusion. 

Judging by the correspondence I have received and the questions I have been asked, there is a lot of confusion 

around the plan that is being developed for the valley. As I said, the valley is a state tourism icon, comparable 

with Kings Park and the Swan River. The WA government needs to better support the valley in relation to not 

only future planning, but also transport. There are significant traffic issues on West Swan Road and Great 

Northern Highway. We need a more strategic approach and better planning to get trucks and cars off local roads. 

The equine and viticulture industries are facing problems related to water allocation and other issues.  

I do not believe, having had discussions with people in the valley, that the government is taking a strategic view 

of, or approach to, the valley. As a result, we have transport and water issues and confusion about what the 

government is doing in relation to the act. We have no certainty. We have issues relating to where we want to go 

with tourism in the valley, and there is a debate about how significant events are handled. What has happened to 

the economic study and will it be released to the community, and what has happened to the Department of 

Planning review report and where are we going with it?  

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.23 am]: I thank the member for raising this issue 

of the future of the Swan Valley and the land uses within it. It is certainly an important issue—I entirely agree 

with that—and the desire to get some clarity about what has been happening in relation to any review, study or 

inquiry is a reasonable request. Indeed, it is always desirable within government to obtain clarity about what is 

actually happening. As I am sure the member is aware from her past experience, it is sometimes a little easier 

said than done—even from within government—to get exact clarity about what is being undertaken in a 

particular area.  

The summary that the member provided, in essence, is correct; that is, work has been underway over the past 

12 months or two years or so in relation to considering issues about the future use of land in the Swan Valley. In 

particular, as I am advised, a series of studies have been conducted into a number of aspects, including the 

economic future of industry within the Swan Valley area and any future development possibilities and how they 

may be managed if, indeed, there was to be any change in that respect. Work has also been done on 

infrastructure provision and the future needs of the area, and consideration has been given to patterns of land use. 

There has obviously been some input from some members of the local community through this process, 

particularly through the Swan Valley Planning Committee. That work has led to the production of a report that 

will be coming to me, I am told, by the end of this month. There is only another week to go before the end of this 

month; so if it is not quite by the end of this month, I certainly expect it to be within the next three or four weeks 

or so. That accords with what the member referred to in relation to me being briefed in the early part of 2012; it 

is still the relatively early part of 2012 and I certainly expect that to occur. There will be a report based on these 

studies, and obviously that will discuss a number of issues relating to current and future land use in the Swan 

Valley. It is my intention and expectation that that report will be put out for public consultation and comment, 

particularly from members of the Swan Valley community and residents of the area, so that the government can 

hear people’s views. Obviously, the Swan Valley Planning Committee will play a role in that prior to any 

decisions being made about possible changes. I do not expect any legislative change during this year. I think the 

process needs to be undertaken to ensure that there is consultation, and that means that probably most of the year 

will need to be made available for that to occur and then for the comments to be considered.  

The report that has been produced, which, as I said, I have not seen as yet, has been put together by the 

Department of Planning, with input from the Department of Agriculture and Food and the City of Swan, and the 

Swan Valley Planning Committee was also consulted—I understand a couple of workshops have been 

undertaken—and so it has had input into what is being produced as well. The member for West Swan, I 

understand, has met with the chairman of the Swan Valley Planning Committee, Dr Derrick Tomlinson. That is 

entirely appropriate, and I am sure she will have been given useful information by Dr Tomlinson during that 

meeting.  

In relation to the member seeking a briefing, the only reason that has not occurred is because it would have been 

premature, really, because the process was not sufficiently advanced. I am quite happy for her to be given a 

briefing after I have seen the report and at about the time it goes out for public comment. As a representative of 

the area, she obviously has a strong interest, as does the member for Swan Hills who also represents a significant 

part of the Swan Valley. The member for Swan Hills attended a meeting I had with representatives of the Swan 

Valley and Regional Winemakers Association earlier this year. The two members of the association who 

attended were the president, John Griffiths, and Derek Pearse. That association expressed the view that it did not 

want any significant change to the minimum subdivision requirements in particular, to ensure that grapes can be 

grown and wine production can occur. I know there are a range of views about that aspect, but it is certainly my 

and the government’s view, and that of, I think, most people in the community, that the protection of viticulture 

and related activities of the Swan Valley needs to be paramount, and that will certainly be very much at the 

forefront of our thinking and actions on that particular issue. But whether there should be any changes or not is 
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something that we will consider, following community input and adequate consultation on the issues that will no 

doubt be raised in the reports being produced.  

Ms R. Saffioti: When will the report be made public? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I certainly expect to receive it within the next few weeks or so, and I think it could be fairly 

soon after that. Obviously, I would like to know what is in it so that I have an awareness of what is being 

proposed and the issues, but I would certainly expect it to be within the next couple of months.  

Ms R. Saffioti: Do you expect the report to be public in the next couple of months?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: That is my intention, yes; that is correct. As I said, I recognise that the member for West Swan 

and the member for Swan Hills have a significant interest in representing their constituents on future land uses in 

the Swan Valley. Protection of viticulture is very important. Views have been expressed about the economic 

viability of some of the grape-growing properties in the area. All that needs to be taken into account and 

adequately discussed. I thank the member for raising this issue. I hope that has provided some clarity.  

 


